Penhelig Arms, Terrace Road, Aberdyfi, Gwynedd, Mid Wales.
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Quality**** Value**** Staff****Facilities****

Highly Recommended.          http://www.penheligarms.com/
Driving into Aberdyfi from the nearby town of Machynlleth we followed the railway line along the coast, drove under the railway bridge….and stopped in the small car park of the Penhelig Arms. This car park is of limited size but there is a larger public car park nearby, so there are no problems here. The hotel fronts directly onto the main road, so care needs to be taken to reach the entrance – but it also is on the old Penhelig harbour site, so it can be reached by sea….and just before we arrived Father Christmas had been brought in to the hotel by the local Lifeboat!

The right hand entrance leads to the bar area whilst the one we took, the left, leads to the main restaurant – and both areas are brimming with character and conviviality. Well frequented by locals and visitors alike, the restaurant has a very high reputation in the area…and from our experience we think it is fully justified. 
Greeted by staff who showed just the right blend of friendliness and efficiency (and who coped well with a large family gathering group, a family of small children and others) we soon had the table of our choice and some drinks.
The food menu was quite extensive – and to no-one’s surprise featured lots of fresh fish dishes and local produce, with lots of evidence of home cooking by staff who really knew what they were doing. A great deal of care had clearly gone into the preparation and presentation of the food and its quality was very high, with individual flavours blending into a balanced whole. We thoroughly enjoyed our meals and only just managed to get through all three courses - well, we must all make sacrifices for our art…though this was no sacrifice but a pleasure indeed. 

We left to make a tour of the town on this cold, bright day and were delighted to find it as we remembered from times gone by, with few changes and no modern intrusions that were out of place.

Go and visit Aberdyfi – and when you are there make sure to call in at the Penhelig Arms (but make an advance booking as the place is justifiably popular) – you will really enjoy the experience.
No wonder Father Christmas chose to call in here!

