On the right track….

Recently I went on a short rail journey with a good friend – this in itself rather an occasion…because of the steam trains, not because I have a friend. This was at the East Lancashire Steam Railway, and we travelled from Ramsbottom to Haslingden, to Bury, to Heywood and then back to our starting point.

There is no doubt that one of the fascinations of the day was the proximity to a proper train (I think that all the other kinds are actually clockwork and are secretly wound up by a large key every morning), but at least equally fascinating was the insight given by my companion. A self-confessed ‘puffer-nutter’ of many years standing, he was able to supply lots of interesting data about the engine, rolling stock and our progress which few could have equalled. There can be few railways throughout the country that he has not visited or travelled upon.
There was another element, however, as he had much experience of the area through which we travelled and knew it as it had been in days gone by. Among the more usual recollections there were also many interesting revelations about features less generally known, for until his retirement my friend had held many important and influential positions within the region. Not for nothing has he recently been interviewed by local history projects and was able to add many details to what they thought were complete databases.
In all, what would have been a pleasant journey anyway became a really special trip and one which I hope to repeat before too long….and next time it will be my turn to pick a location and I think I may have found a new railway project which he hasn’t visited….maybe!!
