Old Hall Farm, Cheshire Oaks Retail Park, Ellesmere Port, Cheshire
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Recommended.   http://www.oldhallfarmpub.co.uk/
Christmas shopping can be stressful enough in a very busy area like the Cheshire Oaks retail park, so leaving its ‘foodie’ attractions to one side we were glad to call in to the Old Hall Farm, a traditional pub situated just off the main entry road to that shopping Mecca.

Parking was easy in the large car park which seemed almost to encircle the pub and we were pleased to note areas set aside as a children’s playground…for use in more clement weather.

Once inside, the usual pub attractions were on offer, along with a typical ‘pub grub’ menu which proved to be as expected and good value for money. There was no pretension here and no airs and graces….just a no-nonsense inn for those with simple tastes.

Service was good and the meals quite tasty and well presented, so we soon disposed of our helpings and set out to fight our way through the throng – this time fortified and ready for the fray.

We would certainly recommend this inn as a haven of common sense and few frills and would in many ways prefer it to the range of more trendy food suppliers within the retail park – and without their sometimes inflated prices.
As we left we were taken by one feature – a machine which contained a crane/hoist with which one might win a cuddly toy….as in all good fairgrounds or pier amusement arcades of old. Sadly, in spite of our best efforts, the toys remained stubbornly within the machine (as they always seemed to do)…so be warned….but it was fun trying!

