Not every historic house is a ruin….

It’s easy to get the wrong impression when one hears about old, historic houses – one pictures a romantic ruin, decaying with gentility and slowly sinking into the sunset….

But many historic homes still survive to be just that, from royal palaces to the homes of ancient families and then to homes that have been adapted over time for other purposes. One such place is Bodysgallen Hall, near Llandudno in North Wales.
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A listed building dating primarily from the seventeenth century, it was based on much more ancient beginnings dating back as far as the fifth century and was a seat of power for local Welsh aristocracy and linked with Conwy Castle nearby.

All of that has, of course, changed over the years as the Wynn and Mostyn families gradually gave way to the times and the Hall became a commercial venture, one of the largest and best hotels in the area.

Many of the features of the listed building still remain, however, and visitors can pick them out quite easily in the main building and other areas nearby. One feature which should not be missed is the garden area, with formal gardens, woods and even a croquet lawn. As might be expected, the panoramic views of Snowdonia and the coast are spectacular and should not be missed.

As we said, not every historic house is a ruin…..

