Northop Hall Country House Hotel, Northop Hall Village, nr Chester.
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Quality*** Value***Staff***Facilities***

Recommended.         http://www.northophallhotel.co.uk/
Situated close to Chester and on the borders with North Wales, this former mansion stands in its own grounds amidst gardens and mature trees. We reached it by leaving the A55 main road at its junction with the A5119 and then turning along the B5125 village road – then following the signs to the hotel itself.

Parking was easy in the large car park behind the main building in spite of a wedding party which was in progress as we arrived. Entering by way of the front door of the main building we turned left into the extension which housed the Chequers restaurant, our destination. Greeted by helpful staff we were soon seated in the comfortable lounge adjacent to the large and airy dining room…and whilst the décor was as one would expect of a country house the large Teddy Bear which appeared to be playing the grand piano in the corner was an unexpected source of delight.

Soon provided with drinks and a rather limited menu (it was early on a Sunday evening) we made our selections and were shown to the dining room and a table of our choice. When our meals arrived – after a suitable short wait – it was apparent that the chef and their brigade knew exactly what they were doing as each item was very well prepared and presented. The flavours stood out individually but blended into a pleasant whole, not an easy thing to accomplish and something which we found very welcome.
We were impressed by the whole experience - and by how the hotel could accommodate a large group of wedding guests and keep them separate from evening diners – so will soon be back to sample more from their more conventional weekday menus.

In the meantime we certainly recommend that this is somewhere to add to your list of places well worth a visit – especially as the overall cost of our repast was very reasonable given the quality of the food and the setting of the restaurant.

 Go there and try it for yourselves.
