More Haste…less speed….

Driving through the Ayrshire district of Scotland recently we noticed an apparent anomaly. As we drove through villages and small towns most of them had a road sign on display as one left the built up area – one which said ‘Haste Ye Back’….an admirable sentiment, perhaps.

What perplexed us for a while was that many of these signs were displayed on main roads which were covered by average-speed cameras…and with a 50mph maximum limit. Clearly one couldn’t do much hasting under those conditions, so perhaps the local inhabitants didn’t really mean it…

We were reminded of a radio sketch we heard a little while ago – on Radio 4 – where two supposedly Scottish people regularly met up at the home of one or the other of them. The first greeting wasn’t a hello or something similar…it was the question, or perhaps a hopeful statement.

As Dougall met Hamish the greeting was ’You’ll have had your tea?’….and things went downhill from there. No tea was ever offered, let alone accepted, so the statement was a good hint of the generosity to come between the friends.
Lest anyone think that these comments are against the Scots – a race we have always found to be truly generous – let me say at once that I have met this elsewhere. When working for a time in a factory stores area I encountered two elderly store-keepers who had obviously worked together for years and knew each other well as friends.

When one friend needed a favour from the other a five pound note was produced…and the giver of the favour was allowed to touch (even caress) it…but never to actually take it…

In this way favours were swapped to the general amusement of all and the smooth running of the warehouse....and who knows for how long this system had operated beneficially for all concerned.
So ‘Haste ye Back’ may indeed be the genuine wish….but who knows what devious plans those bureaucrats of the transport system are working on…garnering in fines by the bucket load…and still( were we to meet them) with the greeting ‘You’ll have had your tea?’…..
