Moood  Music …

It was quite a special evening in many ways. Invited by friends to listen to the European Premiere of a new work of chamber music from a French composer performed by the Quatuor Danel string quartet, we found the Music Department of Manchester University quite easily, parking in the new multi-storey car par nearby.

As always, we were early, having allowed too much time for navigating the traffic, so found that the final rehearsals were still in progress. After sitting for a while outside the hall we made our way towards the balcony and our seats. 
Still too early for admittance, we lingered for a while on the staircase…..and that’s when we saw it….a black and white cow, made from papier mache It wasn’t doing very much, just standing there, overlooking a staircase and sort of….waiting. 

Anyway, in due time we went on our way and took our seats, appreciating all the items on the programme. The new composition was interesting if a little ‘experimental’ and following a charming introduction from the composer (complete with French accent and mannerisms) clearly difficult to interpret and to play. 

The Quatuor Danel coped brilliantly with this and all the other works they played that evening, making it a memorable experience and making us grateful indeed for the generosity of friends.

 An abiding memory, however, whilst including the quality of music, must also include that cow in the stairwell. You think we’re joking or have made this up to add something to the account? We took a picture of it, and it appears in Gallery Seven of this website.
What happened to the cow? We checked as we left and there it still stood, stoic and uncomplaining, rather like some of its relatives in Milton Keynes….and for all we know it stands there still…listening to the music and getting in the mooood.
