Mitton Hall Country House Hotel, Whalley, Clitheroe, Lancs
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Recommended.                       www.mittonhallhotel.co.uk
Set in its own grounds just outside the prosperous village of Whalley in the Ribble valley, Mitton Hall presents an imposing picture. Based on a Tudor mansion built in the fifteenth century and suitably modernised for its current use, the Hall has much to commend it.

Parking is easy within the large grounds and one enters the building to find many Tudor features like flagged stone floors and beamed interiors. These have been enhanced with the addition of a tasteful conservatory area and the use of comfortable lounge furniture in several areas. Clearly a lot of effort has gone into creating the right atmosphere of a quality country house – and to good effect.

After making our choice from the quite extensive menu we moved to the dining area and noticed an unusual feature. The kitchen was visible from the dining room, it being possible to watch the chef and his brigade at work… although blinds were available to isolate the kitchen area should this be required. There could be no doubt then that our food was freshly prepared before our eyes and it was only a short time before it was served by the helpful staff.

The meal itself proved to be of good quality and made with care, though it still had some way to go to match the quality of the surroundings. The impression we gained was that the Hall was on the up and relatively popular, but that it still had some way to go to reach the standards of some of its illustrious neighbours not far away.

This is certainly somewhere we would seriously consider as a place to stay but we would need further visits to be sure that we would wish to take all  our meals there bearing in mind the ‘famous name’ chefs with restaurants nearby.

Certainly Mitton Hall has a claim on your time and should be visited and enjoyed as one of the better places in the Ribble valley – give it a little more time and it could well become one of the best.
