Midgely – small but special.
Sometimes we just get lucky. The other day we were driving through the Todmorden, Hebden Bridge – Sowerby Bridge area with no clear intentions save a pleasant day out. 

Then serendipity took over and so we followed a well-tried policy…that of ‘I wonder where that road leads to….’
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Bridge the other day we
found ourselves not taking
the usual road to Sowerby
Bridge, but driving instead to
the high ground...and so we
found ourselves in Midgely, a
special village in many ways.

The road was narrow and
steep in parts — as usual we
had taken the most difficult
route — but the views of the
area and the village itself
made it avery worthwhile
Journey in many ways.

The houses were of
stone and built to last, as
was the community of
which they were part -
something all too rarely
found in these days of
‘little boxes’ where
neighbours rarely even
see each other, much
less become friends.





It seems that the village we found was established as a settlement long, long ago….thousands of years, in fact….based upon the large area of farm land on the hillside and the direction of ancient routeways through the area….’migge ley’ or middle pasture as the Anglo Saxons might have said it.

Built to last in subsequent years, the village has withstood many of the ravages of time and weather, and is even now fighting back against the tide of removal of rural amenities, with the villagers showing themselves equal to the task of providing amenities of their own.

Maybe the views from the hill have given them a sense of perspective and the breezes have caused clearer-headed thinking to prevail…but whatever the reason we could do with more places like this and more people like this too.
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Down on the playing
fields outside the town
games were going on —
and from the picture we
can see that crowd
control was not a real
problem here, though
their enthusiasm could
not be doubted,
providing cheers blown
upwards on the wind.
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The village itself is
fighting back against the
tide of shop and post
office closures in small
rural communities — here
with a shop staffed by
volunteers and with a
community room welf
used by village
inhabitants.

The views were spectacular
with panoramas opening
out over the surrounding
countryside, providing an
ever changing scene for
any passer-by or hardy hill
walker.





We do not often promote other websites in these jottings, but we make an exception here and hope that you will understand and join in by following this link:

http://www.midgleyvillage.co.uk/p_Home.ikml
After all, when we find somewhere special we should try to sustain it and support those who are doing such a good job!
