Menai Bridge Fair….

Menai Bridge, on the island of Anglesey (Ynys Mon as it should be called, or sometimes Mam Cymru, the Mother of Wales) is a small community usually visited by tourists so that they may view the splendid suspension bridge built in 1826 by Thomas Telford, or pass onwards to other parts of the island.
Every year, on October 24th the town is given over to the annual Fair (Ffair Borth), the only exception being when, as this year, the 24th falls on a Sunday, when the Fair is held on the 23rd. It is an ancient tradition which attracts people from all over the island….and these days quite a number of tourists too.

We did not really fall into either category, having business in nearby Beaumaris (normally reached though the town) and happening upon the fair as we do upon many other things, so it seems.
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For once the famous
Bridge is not the main

attraction, but instead
there is all the fun of

the fair — and a very
large one too — after all
it is only once a year.

Everything takes
second place to the
festivities as people
flock in from all
around.

All the traditional
rides and
amusements are
there in profusion, as
well as some newer
attractions. Traffic is
diverted and the
Fair’s the thing, even
at the expense of
making travel to
nearby Beaumaris
more difficult.





Having no choice but to detour around part of the town in order to reach our destination we noted the fun and the festivities, which covered most of the main streets and seemed to be very well organised and equally well policed.
For a quiet and respectable town (as only a Welsh town can be) it seemed that things had been turned upside down and that for once fun took precedence over decorum…but only on the Saturday, of course. We could not stay to see if dignity was restored on Sunday, but we rather hoped that the sober people making their way to church or chapel would have taken once more to the old town streets….after all, it certainly was a Fair….but it was Wales too, with all that this implies….have fun, by all means, but never forget to praise the Lord….
If more information about the Fair is needed – and it really should be – please take the matter further by following the link below and reading the memories of one of the local community…..you will really enjoy their remembrances.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/wales/northwest/sites/llanfairpwll/pages/mb_fair_meri.shtml
