Men of Harlech…
That is often the way the town of Harlech is introduced, from a song (now something of an anthem) made famous fairly recently by film called ‘Zulu’, about the siege of Rorke’s Drift in South Africa during the Zulu Wars.

There is a lot more to the town than that however, the castle being built at the command of King Edward Ist back in 1283 to prevent Wales from challenging the sovereignty of England. In this it was not wholly successful, as after a long siege it was captured by Owain Glyndwr for a time in 1404, before reverting to English control.
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King Edward Ist ordered the castle to be built in 1283

Narrow streets and good eating places now attract visitors




During the Wars of the Roses it withstood the Yorkists for seven years until defeated by famine and the Constable, Dafydd ap Ieuan, so impressed the victor, Sir Richard Herbert that he offered honourable terms and pledged his own life in exchange when King Edward IV thought to break those terms. These were the ‘Men of Harlech’ commemorated in the song.
Now a place of tourists and narrow streets, Harlech lives on in song and story.
