Marriott Manchester Victoria and Albert Hotel, Water St Manchester.
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Provisionally highly recommended.  http://www.marriott.co.uk/Channels/hotels-uk/hotels/travel/manva-manchester-marriott-victoria-and-albert-hotel/
Situated on the banks of the River Irwell just across the way from the old Granada Studios Tour site (now no longer in use) and within easy striking distance of all the city centre attractions, the Victoria and Albert has a lot to offer. Redeveloped from an old (1845) warehouse back in 2005, some of the original structures have been retained as features of this 148 bedroom luxury hotel, giving it character as well as comfort.
Arriving at the hotel one is met by a minor difficulty – car parking. The hotel offers a valet parking service (not much in evidence on the day we called, a Sunday) and only strictly limited space elsewhere, even parking for the disabled being prey to misuse by some visitors. A major car park just yards away is no longer in use – perhaps now a site for future redevelopment – making this element of our visit an annoying feature that the hotel would do well to address.

The hotel itself is a splendid construction and a credit to the Marriott chain to which it belongs, showing the right mixture of comfort, ease and efficiency that one would expect in such a quality environment.

We were invited to a function at the hotel and thus can comment only on the areas we observed – hence the provisional nature of this report (and so our comment on value is therefore rather a speculation).
The meal to which we were invited was set out in a spacious ground floor suit rather than one of the hotel’s attractive dining areas (one of which we had previously visited) and was managed by an efficient and attentive team who made sure that all of the guests were well looked after.
The food itself was well prepared and presented, the meal being both tasty and substantial – not an easy thing to do given the numbers present and the constraints of the buffet format. In such circumstances one would not expect a gourmet meal and the impression given throughout was one of a quality service. We were left with little doubt that a meal in one of the restaurant areas would be of an even better standard and would offer a much more complete and satisfying dining experience.
Given our day out we would think that this is somewhere which would easily cope with the full range of restaurant situations from individual meals to special occasions and business events. 

We shall certainly call again to test the restaurant facilities in the usual way and in the meantime we would welcome your comments on your own dining experiences in this hotel.

But please, Marriott Manchester……do something about the car parking facilities you offer!
