Maenan Abbey Country House Hotel, Maenan, Llanrwst, North Wales
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  Recommended       www.manab.co.uk
Situated between Betws-y-Coed and Llandudno, on the main A470 road through the area, the Maenan Abbey Hotel is locally well regarded, being accepted by both the Taste of Wales guide and the local Rotarians, who hold their lunches here.

Certainly it is a place with much to offer in terms of pleasant gardens and good accommodation, making a favourable impression as soon as one enters the building. The history of the site goes right back to 1277, when the Abbey was founded at this location and it was once the burial place of the Princes of Gwynedd, including Llewellyn the Great.  This ended with the dissolution of the abbey at the time of Henry VIII, when the land passed to local ownership.

The hotel was very busy when we called, a wedding party from the previous day and a number of regular local guests being prominent, but after a short wait in a pleasant and quiet lounge we were shown to our table. The menu (on a Sunday) was fixed and quite interesting, but although the food was tasty and certainly acceptable we felt that a little more care with presentation would have paid dividends. Service was attentive without being intrusive, though again lacking the little extra polish of a top class restaurant. It was almost as if the hotel had seen better days and was due to be revitalised, although care was evident throughout.

After a full and satisfying meal we were free to look at the gardens and then explore the area, finding Anglesey very easy to reach that afternoon.

The Maenan Country House Hotel is somewhere we would recommend for a visit – certainly its prices are very reasonable – but we feel that its evening menu would be more representative of its cuisine and will have to visit again to gain a complete picture. Try it for yourselves and see.
