Lunesdale Bakery and Tea Shop, Kirkby Lonsdale, Westmorland.
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Quality*** Value*** Staff**** Facilities*** 

Recommended.   http://www.yourguide2thelakedistrict.co.uk/lunesdale-bakery-cafe-kirkby-lonsdale-i957.html
The day was cold and rainy and the wind whistled around the bends in both the streets and any gaps in one’s clothing…….well, it’s true and a rather different start to a review. As we walked through the pretty market town of Kirkby Lonsdale we had little chance to admire the views of the river which had inspired the painter Ruskin – instead we admired some tea and cakes inside the Lunesdale Bakery.

Entry is via the bakers shop or through the yard (good for dining in more clement weather) and the tea rooms themselves are small, cosy and with a real fire burning in the old-fashioned range. Lucky to find a table free, we soon gave our orders to the helpful staff and looked round at the beamed ceilings and full range of customers, many of them local people, now steaming slightly but looking otherwise content.
It seems that we had arrived when a special teatime offer was available, a very reasonably priced one, so we selected from that part of the menu, though more substantial meals were available.

After a short wait our food arrived and – no surprise here – the cakes were newly baked and the tea reviving and plentiful…..we had once again made a lucky find. The warming effects of the tea and the open fire soon had us back to normal and ready to face the weather outside, so we rather reluctantly made our way to the door, our places being immediately taken by other discerning customers.

We felt that this was a good town to spend some time in, so went around some of the interesting shops – the only downside being the rather expensive car parking charges in the town square…. another day we would use a different car park slightly further away but more reasonable. Apparently one may get a refund of this parking charge in some of the shops if making a purchase of more than £10, but clearly this is an affluent area so most just pay and display, to coin a phrase.
We recommend that you visit both the town and the café….you should enjoy both.

