Lumley Castle Hotel, Chester le Street, County Durham.
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Highly Recommended.   www.lumleycastle.com
Driving away from a visit to the Beamish Open Air Museum – an excellent place to visit in its own right – we felt the need for a refreshing cup of coffee or an afternoon tea….and then we saw the sign pointing to the Lumley Castle Hotel. This is somewhere it would be quite hard to miss, situated as it is on the hill above the county cricket field and the golf course…clearly rather upmarket but just what we were looking for.

 Parking was quite easy in the ample car park areas at the top of the winding drive even if, as on the day of our visit, a wedding party of some size was taking over many of the facilities available. Having parked the car near the reception area we were directed to an appropriate bar/lounge and provided with menus etc.

It took a little while for our afternoon tea to arrive, but this was understandable in the circumstances and it also gave us time to examine the hotel décor. As the name implies (and the hotel publicity, which refers to itself as ‘no ordinary hotel’) the décor was based on the historic nature of the building and was both comfortable and in character.
In due course our meal arrived and we found that while not sumptuous our tea was indeed adequate and good value for money. The service throughout was of quality but rather slow on this day…we thought that in ‘normal’ times it would have been more swift.

Overall we enjoyed our short stay at the hotel and would recommend you to visit when in the area – a judgement confirmed by friends who we found had spent some time there and found it to be of very good quality in all respects.

Call in and let us know what you think!
