Ludlow: – The death of Prince Arthur and the rise of Henry VIII

Visiting Ludlow today one finds a busy market town, the hub of this part of Shropshire and the Welsh Marches and only if one looks closely at the street names and spends time at the castle does one get a sense of the real importance this town once had.

A centre of power since its building (first referred to in 1138) the castle became Crown property after 1461 and when in 1473 Edward IV sent his son there (away from Plagues and intrigues of London) a Prince’s Council was formed and Ludlow became the virtual capital of Wales.
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Even doors may be broken The Town grew here




Ludlow is also closely linked with Prince Arthur, elder son of Henry Tudor, brother of Henry VIII. He had been staying at the castle with his wife Catherine of Aragon when he died on April 2nd 1502, his heart being buried at Ludlow. His wife returned to London and later became the first of Henry VIII’s wives, whose divorce from Henry sparked the turbulent years of the Reformation. 

Another link was that Mary (later Queen Mary I), daughter of Catherine of Aragon and Henry VIII spent three winters at Ludlow Castle as a young girl.

These days many people visit Ludlow for other reasons than its history, as it is well known as one of the country’s leading gastronomic centres, with many high quality restaurants and eating places. Travellers often come quite large distances to sample the fare on offer and to spend time in the pleasant market town, eating perhaps at the historic Feathers Hotel in the Bull Ring, built in 1619.

