Linthwaite House Hotel, Crook Rd, Windermere, Cumbria.
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Quality***** Value*****Staff*****Facilities*****Access*****

Very Highly Recommended.   http://www.linthwaite.com/
First class in every way….and it even has its own Tarn (don’t we all). Travelling from the motorway we took the B5284 signposted as the Crook road to Hawkshead via the ferry and continued for about six miles. At this juncture we had started to descend towards Windermere (passing the Golf Club) – and it was here that we saw the sign leading to the hotel. To reach the hotel itself (set as it is in over 14 acres of its own gardens) we drove up a short but twisting and narrow drive (with passing places) and past some prestigious homes until we arrived at the hotel car park – spacious and well cared for.

This meant that we were now about 400ft above the lake itself and thus – on the sunny day we visited – had a clear view of the pretty hotel gardens and the vista of Lake Windermere spread out below….worth the trip in itself. Following the signs to the reception area we encountered efficient and helpful staff who showed these unexpected guests to one of the lounge areas and in a short space of time drinks and menus arrived…a good start as the hotel was clearly busy with residents.

After making our choices from the interesting and quite varied menu we had a suitable wait while the food was being prepared and so could look at our surroundings. We had chosen a smaller lounge area but there were others, including a substantial conservatory area and all were comfortably furnished and decorated in keeping with a quality country house in this affluent area. Throughout our stay, staff were attentive and unobtrusive, so it was no surprise that we were soon shown into a medium sized dining room and made comfortable. Another, larger dining area was available nearby, but we were well satisfied with our choice and the view of some of the gardens.
When our meals arrived they were very tasty and interesting, having been prepared with a great deal of care and attention to detail so that individual flavours enhanced the whole and none was overpowering. Clearly the chef and their brigade could hold their own with anyone in this competitive environment – and given the quality of the food, surroundings and service prices were very reasonable indeed. 
As we dined the appreciative comments from other tables were clearly audible – including from one table whose occupants had practically re-written the menu to their own specification…thanks to tolerant and amenable staff.
Our meal over we were loath to leave and so walked in the grounds to visit the Tarn, with its summer house and boat available for residents to use.
 Finally, taking in the view from the patio/lounge area where some guests were having a snack, we made our way back to the car and away from this island of civilisation in the all-too-busy modern world.
Certainly we shall return before long and we would recommend that you visit whenever possible – though booking would certainly be important in the busy season.

Later, as we looked at some literature provided by the hotel, we saw that it was the Johansen group’s most excellent country house hotel in 2007….and given our dining experience we weren’t one bit surprised!

