Macdonald Hotels Leeming House , Ullswater, Cumbria

[image: image1.jpg]



Quality***** Value**** Staff ***** Facilities*****

Highly Recommended.            http://www.macdonaldhotels.co.uk/leeminghouse/
Driving through the Lake District on a wet weekend is not everyone’s idea of fun – although, of course, we knew it was likely to be wet when we set out. What we hadn’t considered was that others would have booked the use of some of the major hotels for weddings and other events, leaving us to travel onwards ever more hungry.

There was a definite up-side to this, however, in that we visited the Macdonald Leeming House Hotel, only about 15 minutes from the M6 motorway. The hotel itself is most impressive and in keeping with the up-market standards of the area, the main building having a long family history and being set in more than twenty acres of gardens and woodlands leading down to the Lake.

On entry we were greeted by helpful staff and shown to the drawing room, which had the high ceiling and panoramic views together with comfortable décor to be expected in an old country house. Our order for a light lunch was taken in the hushed tones which seemed appropriate for such a setting – but which might not be suitable for young noisy families.

After a brief wait our meals arrived (little more than sandwiches at this time of day) and were very tasty as we expected and with all the trimmings. As we consumed them in an atmosphere of hushed conversations from the residents present we thought this a very pleasant place…but certainly catering for a particular kind of customer.
Clearly, in surroundings like this in a popular tourist area the cost of the meal was likely to be high…and so it was, but reasonable given the nature of the hotel itself. Had we stayed on for the evening meal (as we have in others in the Macdonald group) we have no doubt that it would have been delicious and the service immaculate – but that the price would have been high.

To summarise, then, this is somewhere for the special occasion and the specialised consumer and it caters well for this type of clientele, offering quality but at a suitable premium. 

