Latchford Locks…..but who has the key?

Driving on the M6 motorway – as we are wont to do from time to time – we looked down as the Manchester Ship Canal passed below us – and noticed a series of locks and other interesting industrial areas not far away. Being curious (all right…nosey) we decided to investigate, so on another day we tracked down the minor road leading to the industrial complex (and some new canal-side homes now under development) and so found Latchford Locks.
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At Latchford in Warrington
there are a series of Locks
on the Manchester Ship
Canal — large locks,
complete with landing
stages and even traffic
lights. Thus the once very
busy traffic on this canal
could be regulated.

Upstream, towards
Manchester, the Thelwall
high level bridge carries the
M6 motorway over the Ship
Canal — the picture
iltustrating two major
engineering feats within a

small distance of each other.

Downstream, towards Eastham
and the Mersey Estuary, there
are a series of bridges of all
types to allow traffic through
Warrington itself — bridges for
rail, road...and even a swing
bridge or two allowing for
Sexible travel arrangements.
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Having found the right place we took some photographs and later followed up with some research. This is what we found on Frank Shackleton’s ‘A Walk around Warrington and the Manchester Ship Canal’ website – well worth a visit at
http://homepages.tesco.net/frankshackleton/warringtonwalk/warringtonwalk.htm
‘Latchford Locks are the first on the Manchester Ship Canal above Eastham. Below Latchford the canal is semi-tidal, the depth of the canal being determined by the height of the tide when Eastham Locks are opened and closed. There are two locks side by side 183 m. x 19.8 m. (600 ft. x 65 ft.) and 106.7 m. x 13.7 m. (350 ft. by 45 ft.). They have a rise of 3.8 m. (12.5 ft.) (Originally 5.0 m. (16.5 ft.)). There are three sluices each 9.1 m. (30 ft.) wide. The overall width across the locks (including sluices) is 88.4 m. (290 ft.) The nearby hydraulic power station also provides power to operate the swing brides through Warrington. The power station consisted of a brick-built engine house, boiler house and accumulator tower.’
Further information about the Ship Canal may be found at http://www.clydeport.co.uk/index.php?site_id=6&page_id=381
Where fascinating details on the construction and use of the Canal abounds….but we were happy to have seen close up two of the major engineering projects of their day – very different in construction and usage but both serving well the needs of the people of the region.

