King Canute had it right all along….

The other day we went on a trip to see the ‘Another Place’ sculptures of Antony Gormley standing amidst the waves on the beach at Crosby, near Liverpool. First there was a steady walk from the car park near the Freeport to the seafront, passing the Marine Lake, then a walk along the promenade.

All the while the wind was whistling in across Liverpool Bay from the Irish Sea and although it wasn’t as cold as it should be for the time of year it was still chilly early in the morning. The statues themselves are very interesting and it’s easy to see how (in spite of warning signs etc) some people who wandered on to that beach might get into difficulties. The tide comes in more rapidly than expected and there are areas of soft sand and mud ….and just because the statues don’t mind being submerged it doesn’t mean it would be good for the rest of us.

As we watched the early morning dog-walkers and joggers pass by we were reminded of poor old King Canute, always to be derided and remembered….wrongly….as the one who told the tide to stand still. The real story is that he was doing this to prove that he hadn’t the power to change things at that kind of level….and this was his way of proving his point. He might have known (had a modern spin-doctor been present) that this would be misinterpreted…..but hindsight is a wonderful thing, not given to people at the time of the event. Antony Gormley’s statues would have understood and been sympathetic.
Anyway, the statues were impressive (see Gallery Seven) and after a while we made our way back to the car park and then on to the Lifeboat Station at the other end of the promenade, where high tides were crashing over the sea front. One or two people were still fishing and we couldn’t work out which sort of fish these intrepid anglers were after….but we know what they caught, as within a few minutes they were all soaked to the skin by those crashing waves.  

King Canute could have taught those people a few things, too….
