Jem&I, School Lane, Didsbury, Manchester
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Quality ***** Value***** Staff ***** Facilities *****

Highly recommended.       www.jemandirestaurant.co.uk
I suppose the thing that should be mentioned first is the fact that Jem&I has the only ‘Bib Gourmand’ Michelin Guide Star Rating in Manchester. Then, perhaps that the bread and olives served as an appetiser at the start of the meal were very good, the olives not just tasty but at the right temperature. At this point you begin to get the right idea; not just a star rating but the quality to justify it. 

The affluent area of Didsbury is well known in Manchester for the quality and range of its food stores and restaurants and this is one of the best. Situated just off the busy main road into the city the area near the restaurant is quiet and car parking is still not really difficult, with small car parks nearby.

The restaurant itself is larger than it appears from outside, stylishly decorated and a very pleasant environment in which to partake of a top-class cuisine. The staff are friendly and helpful without being intrusive and contribute to the general feeling that things have been well thought through in all areas.

The menu is extensive and interesting, with a wide range of offerings to suit all tastes; the wine list too showing care in its selections. Our meal arrived after a short wait and was all that was expected and more, a subtle mix of individual flavours that while still individually discernable blended into a very satisfying whole.  
Some restaurants rest on their reputations, but here Jem&I are building upon their already high standards and should be commended for doing so. In a practical demonstration of this we chatted with their staff at the end of the evening to ascertain whether we could return with a larger party in the future.

Very good places are hard to find….this is one, and though it may take you away from Central Manchester, you will find it well worth the journey. Go there soon, but be sure to book in advance.      

