It could only happen in Wales

Whilst staying in rural Wales recently we were told to beware of travelling on a certain local road at a certain time, because of an event happening at a nearby farm – a wedding involving two local farming families. Now in England (or most other places) things would follow the usual pattern, but here there were some significant differences.

The friends of the groom, for example, who wouldn’t want to loose a companion, blockade the exit from the bride’s farm (using old farm machinery, tractors, or even agricultural fertiliser) so that the bride has to have another route planned out and kept secret until the wedding day in order to circumvent this plot.
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Then, in order to reach the church, the wedding procession has to travel along the main roads (usually minor or single track routes) and here the other farmers stretch ropes decorated with flowers, balloons, etc across the road to stop the procession until a ‘toll’ is paid.

Everyone enjoys themselves enormously and it adds to the fun and happiness of the day, with all concerned adjourning to the church or the wedding reception to make merry for the rest of the evening.

It could only happen in rural Wales, where such happy communities still exist.

