Isn’t Technology Wonderful?

Recently someone decided they didn’t want to get out of their car before they got into one of mine. As a result, while my vehicle was off the road being repaired, I was loaned a new top of the range model…better not say which make….but it had all the latest toys and gadgets.

The headlights came on automatically when light levels fell, the windscreen wipers came on when they sensed moisture on the front or rear glass…..all sorts of computer functions were available to tell you how the air conditioning was set…etc, etc. All very worthwhile and at one time available only on the most expensive vehicles but now much more widely used…. and none the worse for that.

I did find it rather peculiar, though, when forgetting for a moment which car I was driving, I pressed a control which didn’t activate the rear window demister (as I had intended) but instead triggered a series of changes to the computer screen. As well that I could stop and sort it out with the help of the manual, for it certainly could be disconcerting.

I thought all these toys unnecessary….then drove into a torrential rainstorm that proved their worth….the car did all the attention-distracting things automatically…all I had to do was not hit the scenery (which I couldn’t see) or other vehicles!

It isn’t the major changes in technology that cause you to stop and think -  after all how many of us use things like a Storage Ring Cyclotron – but the sudden realisation that the everyday things around us have changed.
After all, if you’ve a Digital watch then it probably has more computing power than that available on Apollo 11…and that got to the Moon and back.

 Still, I like the story of how the American space programme spent millions of dollars to develop a pen that would write properly in zero gravity…the Russians didn’t do that….they gave their Cosmonauts pencils….

