Isinglass, Flixton Road, Urmston, Manchester
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Highly recommended                         http://www.isinglassrestaurant.co.uk/
These days one doesn’t have to travel to the centre of the city to find restaurants of quality – and Isinglass at Urmston is a case in point.

This quite affluent suburban area of Manchester is easy to reach, being just off the M60 ring road around the city - on the other side of the motorway to the Trafford Centre shopping complex. Moving away from that busy area, take the turn-off to Urmston and then head for the town centre and the railway station, situated on the Flixton Road (and well signposted). Turn right just after the station and you reach the main town centre car park, Isinglass being found on the main road opposite the station and in a row of shops and near to other eateries.

Having arrived, the restaurant’s direct on- street frontage gives little hint of the qualities within, but we soon found out why it has received good reviews from ‘foodie’ organisations in Manchester.
 As this was an evening of celebration our party was quite a large one, but although this is not a large restaurant there was plenty of room. The welcome was warm and we settled down to look at the wide and varied menu available with some interest. Choices made, there was a short wait while the food was prepared and drinks were taken. Service was helpful and efficient without being obtrusive, the meals being well presented and clearly produced with care.

This was the sort of meal where one could taste individual flavours which blended seamlessly into a satisfying whole, a factor indicative of the quality of the restaurant as an eating place. This quality was maintained throughout – and the friend (a local resident) who had chosen the venue had clearly made the right choice.
After enjoying an evening of uniformly satisfying food we found the lights being dimmed as a discreet sign that it was time to depart. Restaurants like this aren’t cheap, but Isinglass offers excellent value for money – and we could have paid much more for lesser quality in the city centre. Go there – you will not be disappointed!
