Ignorance or Apathy?

There’s and old story about someone who once asked a less than effective worker whether they were ignorant or apathetic….and the response they got was right on the button…’Don’t know, don’t care.’

That seemed to be the order of the day recently when we took an early morning drive through city centre Manchester. As we waited at the traffic lights on Princess Street, a busy three lane one-way street we saw someone moving towards us on a bicycle….the wrong way, against potential traffic flow.

Sensing our disapproving stares this individual decided to sweep across the roadway in a series of arabesque curves which were supposed to impress us with his indifference to the rules of the road and his high class cycle control. We were impressed…but only in a negative way and he was fortunate that he swept down a side street before the lights turned to green….I think three rows of moving traffic would have been very unforgiving.

Now we wouldn’t suggest for a moment that this is a reflection of modern attitudes, but in this particular case we were reminded of the optimist/pessimist story. You know, the one where the pessimist says ‘Things can’t possibly get worse.’ And the optimist says ‘Oh yes they can.’ The rest of us will just have to wait and see!
