I am a Lengthsman for the County….
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The other day we were driving through Maidstone down in Kent and came up behind the truck shown in the picture above. We just couldn’t think what they were doing. Some of the conversations we envisaged were a little peculiar, imagining the truck stopping and people being asked ‘How long has it been?’ – Likely to evoke an answer of ‘It’s always been that long.’ or something similar, no doubt.
Intrigued, we got the chance to research it a few days later, and found that in that area:
 ‘Kent Highways have introduced a new scheme called the County Lengthsmen, to deal with minor highways issues i.e. dirty signs, buried gullies etc.  A programme of works will be determined by the Parish Council, and the Lengthsmen will visit the Parish on a scheduled basis and will carry out the works requested by us.  They have asked that we provide a "Lengthsmen Co-ordinator" to liaise with the Lengthsmen and report any highway problems we might have.  The Clerk was asked to approach Cllr. Blair as he runs the roads and paths regularly and would seem an ideal person to spot the problems and concerns.’
So now we know…and we think it particularly appropriate that someone called Blair should be closely involved with the scheme.

We wish them all the best of luck, and after all they are really doing good work where it’s needed and others aren’t addressing the problem.

But we still like to think of them driving along and singing along with a (modified) Glenn Campbell..’ I am a Lengthsman for the County; And I drive the main roads; Searching in the sun for another Overload……’ 

