Hotel Bal Caravaning, Tournehem-sur-la-Hem, Calais
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 Recommended.    0321356590

On a recent visit to France we visited the area between the Pas de Calais and St. Omer - we ventured away from the A26 motorway (exit2) or used the N43 and found this friendly and comfortable hotel with a campsite just next door.

The visitors to this site were often English, using the hotel as a transit stop between the continent and the Channel Tunnel or the port of Calais nearby, so it was no surprise that the proprietor and some of the staff spoke quite good English.

Entering the hotel through the reception area we were shown into a conservatory style dining room (with air conditioning) which was pleasantly decorated and homely. The staff were helpful without being intrusive and we were soon presented with our drinks and some appetisers whilst we selected our evening meals.
The menu (displayed in both French and English) had clearly been tailored to suit the bilingual nature of the clientele, with some French and some ostensibly English dishes. Having made our selections there was a suitable wait for them to arrive, it being evident that the food was home-cooked and not pre-prepared. Given that this was so, the food was tasty and the helpings substantial, often with interesting sauces to accompany the dishes.
This was good restaurant quality food, but nothing out of the ordinary – except that when the bill arrived we found that our meals were of very good value indeed. That we visited the restaurant more than once when in the area is something of a recommendation in itself.

Certainly if in this interesting and perhaps rather under-rated part of France we would suggest that you call in and have a meal…and then let us know what you think.

