Holderness – Now you see it…Now you don’t

Many thousands of years ago – not long after the passing of the last of the Ice Ages – the lands that make up Holderness, from the Bridlington area in the North to Spurn Point in the South, were much more extensive than they are at present. Made up mainly of soft clays and very good for farming they were settled by many peoples, with towns, ports and trade all doing well.

It was probably the Scandinavians who gave the area its name, meaning the Ness, or headland, of a Hold…a man of high rank. Many of the place names in the area echo Scandinavian origins, but the sea has taken back the land over many years, so that property, lands and settlements (more than twenty of them) are known to have been lost since Roman times alone…..and the process still goes on today.
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The Holderness coastline
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The River Humber, too, has taken its share of lands and many places where people once lived and worked are now no more. This includes the major trading port of Ravenser Odd, which once rivalled the size of Hull and stood on an island beyond Spurn Point. 
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Pilot boats to help navigate
the tricky shoals and channels
and Lifeboats to aid those in
distress are always on duty
here, one of the few places
that this is so in Britain.

The ships seem mere dots
on the horizon at first, but
soon grow to become E
large ships of all types, e el ——
often needing tug boats to
steady their progress into
harbour.

And all the while the battle
between coastline and sea
continues, often with the
causeway being broken by
stormy waves and the
Lifeboat men and their
families being isolated whilst
road links are reinstated.





At the Southern extremity of their area is Spurn Point, where sands moved inexorably by the sea have formed a narrow band. This area, now a nature reserve, is also the home of important Lifeboat and Pilot boat facilities for mariners in the area, though the ferocity of winter storms can sometimes isolate the tip of the spit and its inhabitants.
The area still shows the scars of times gone by, with the ruins of defences built many years ago still visible at present, though time and tide will remove them all in the end. 
The usual seaside pastimes in peaceful years have now taken over, however, so there are places such as Withernsea, popular with holidaymakers of all ages and still doing well at present. 

Typically on this coast, however, precautions have had to be taken to ensure that beaches remain and that the settlement is free from the danger of storms and rising seas.
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Beach defences of all
types have been
created here, Groynes,
Gabions and Sea Walls
to protect the
settlement and
preserve its way of life
on this volatile coast.

They are all too aware
that they fight a battle to
keep their beaches,
however, as the process
of Longshore Drift moves
the sand to the South with
every tide.





Holderness is thus an area of change and of mystery….and is well worth the time needed to explore the many unusual features that may be found here and nowhere else in Britain.
In truth one may say ‘Now you see it…’ but the trick is to get here while one can…and before you have to say ‘and now we don’t…’!

