Hillbark Hotel and Spa, Royden Park, Frankby, Wirral.
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Quality**** Value**** Staff*****Facilities*****

Highly Recommended.            http://www.hillbarkhotel.co.uk/
Situated in the midst of the greenery that is Royden Park – and once moved stone by stone from its original site on Bidston Hill – you will find this half-timbered Tudor style hotel. Once used as an Old Peoples’ home, this Contessa boutique hotel has had a major refit and refurbishment to make it one of the premier hotels of the area.

We visited on a wet and cool lunchtime and found the welcome to be warm (though as formal as one would expect in such a place), the service first class and the surroundings enchanting. 

Greeted by helpful reception staff we soon moved from one of the large comfortable lounges to the grill room, equally impressive with its modern décor and interesting menu. Settling down with drinks while we waited for our meals we noted the clever mixture of old oak panelling and modern fittings which gave the area its atmosphere of relaxed opulence.
It wasn’t long before our meals arrived – and there was no surprise when we found them to be first rate in all respects, with individual flavours being easily distinguishable but blending into a satisfying overall taste. Each course had its own interest and the menu clearly allowed for both taste and discernment.

After completing the main part of the meal we took coffee in one of the lounges before a hearty fire and were met by the chef who had prepared our meal – always a good sign of care and quality. After initial discussion he kindly provided a tour of part of the hotel, so we saw for ourselves the effort that had gone into providing excellent facilities in accommodation.

Clearly this would not be something which would happen for every guest, but on the day of our visit there were few other callers, so time was available for such a tour…and we were grateful for it as it gave us the chance to compliment him personally on the quality of the meals he had provided.

Such quality and high standards do come at a price, however, so do be aware of the costs involved before you visit….but visit nonetheless if you can – you will certainly not be disappointed. 

