Hand and Dagger, Salwick, NR Preston, Lancashire
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Recommended.                       01772 690306

This pretty little inn on the banks of the Lancaster canal had been recommended to us as an up-and-coming place under new management ….and so it proved to be.

In order to reach the inn we turned off the main A583 Blackpool road at a well signposted junction near the Lytham St Anne’s traffic lights, then took a short journey along quiet country roads to its peaceful location. On the way, however, we drove past the Springfields plant, large, well guarded and working in the Nuclear Industry – seemingly out of place in such a rural location.

The pub itself is of the traditional kind, (with a name like that what else?) with a quite large car park and canal moorings nearby, the ambience being friendly and the staff helpful and cheery.
Having made our choice from the limited but well-chosen menu we had a short wait before the food was delivered (always a good sign of home cooking rather than the dreaded microwave) and we spent the time listening to the locals conversation on the topics of farming and boating.

The food was tasty and well presented, with locally sourced ingredients predominating in this rural area and certainly the helpings were large enough to deal with a hearty appetite. Special offers were available too and it was easy to see why this inn now has a growing reputation for good ‘pub grub’ and a friendly atmosphere. There are even musical evenings and other events which draw an increasingly large audience, so it’s certainly somewhere to call, particularly on a summer’s evening.

We found this inn to be well worth our time and travel and we would recommend you to try it for yourself in the near future.
