Guines

About 10 miles from Calais, on the route towards the city of St. Omer you will come to the small town of Guines, a place of character and with typically French features.
[image: image1.jpg]Guines

This small town has
the typical French
assets and liabilities —
an atmospheric town
centre and a real
character of its own...

but coupled with an
absence of Office de
Tourisme staff when they
were needed...and an
unhelpful attitude when
they eventually arrived.

Still, the town itself was
well worth a visit and as
in every place, most of
the people were helpful
and friendly.





We visited this town on more than one occasion and were struck by the characteristically narrow streets and by the French attitude towards time and time-keeping. Indeed, there were times when we had to resort to the Gallic shrug as a gesture of what the Americans might call the ‘Whatever’ attitude of some of the populace. 

It was also evident from the start that being only a few miles from the Channel ports and once under the influence and rule of the English for many years, they were going to be ostentatiously French and never understand a word of English…though they clearly did.

