Great Budworth…. small in size, big in History

Until 1948 part of the Arley Hall estate and only getting piped water in 1934, Great Budworth has retained its character well, contrasting greatly with the nearby salt town of Northwich and the industrial town of Warrington not far away.
There is much here for the visitor to find in this unspoilt village, from architectural styles to the fascinating church and the school built at the time of Shakespeare. Other, deeper history may also be found, for it is here that are kept the seals of office used by John Bradshaw, who became Lord President of the High Court and took part in the trial of Charles I. It was Bradshaw and his tribunal that sentenced the King to death as a tyrant and traitor...
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The ornate wooden image of the Virgin Mary in the church was cut down by order of Elizabeth I, hewn to pieces and burnt in the vicar's oven. However, there are many unusual carvings that still exist inside the church. Mischievous faces peer from unexpected corners with staring eyes and tongues poking out. In days gone by, village life focused on the parish church. There was the ancient rush bearing ceremony and also Budworth Wakes where locals ate 'furmetry', a special porridge made from the new wheat and laced with treacle and cinnamon. However, the event of the year was the 'Soul Cakers Play.' This folk play brought the whole community alive in carnival spirit. It featured St. George, the Black Knight and a Hobby Horse and is still performed in the village every November.
If you look for peace and quiet in a setting now too rarely found try here and spend some time with history.
