Gotham….not a Batty place at all..
By now everyone has heard, read or seen the tales of the fictional superhero …Batman of Gotham City …but where did some of the story come from….and why Gotham City?
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OK... from the start let’s get
it right...it’s pronounced as
‘goat-um’ and it’s in
Nottinghamshire. It’s an
ancient place, though quiet
now, with a twelfih century

church and many a tale to
tell.

At the time of King John
there was a plan to build a
Royal Highway through the
village, so the ‘wise men’ of
the village feigned madness
by building a cage around a
tree to trap a cuckoo and
attempting to drown

- eels...and other similar

ploys.
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The plan worked, the road was
diverted and the village
saved...and one of the pubs in
the village is called ‘The
Cuckoo Bush Inn’ in memory
of that time. Newer tales from
the USA may be found at the
shop shown here....even those
of the Batman of Gotham City.





An American writer, Washington Irving, reminded of the tale of Gatham’s ‘wise fools’ gave the name Gotham City to the real New York in 1807…and in his turn Bob Kane gave the name to Batman’s fictional metropolis...and the existence of a real Gotham has even been acknowledged in some of the DC Comics stories about ‘The Legend of the Dark Knight’, though the connection was not explained fully.

It’s the quiet places that sometimes surprise….and Gotham is just such a case in point…..but the people of the area are just as wise now as they ever were and so do not publicise their history too much to avoid the ravages of the modern tourists…even if they do have a superhero to call upon should there be the need! 
