George and Dragon, Clifton, Penrith, Cumbria
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Quality**** Value*** Staff**** Facilities***
Highly Recommended.    http://www.georgeanddragonclifton.co.uk/surrounding-area
We came upon the George and Dragon when nearing Penrith on a journey over Shap on a very wet day – and we found an oasis of calm, a hearty welcome and food of a very high standard. Just a few minutes away from Penrith on the main A6 road to Kendal, the inn is large and expansive, with an ample car park and a welcoming interior.

As we rushed in from the rain we found ourselves in a comfortable reception area furnished with sofas and found ourselves greeted by welcoming staff. We were given some menus and had the choice of joining a throng of walkers and other travellers in the main bar/lounge area or using the restaurant area. We chose the latter as the quieter option (the menu was the same at lunchtime in each area) and soon found this large room also filling up quite rapidly – clearly the locals knew a good thing when they had found it.

The efficient staff had soon provided us with drinks and so we were able to take our time in selecting from an interesting and quite varied menu. Our choices made there was a suitable wait as our food was individually prepared and so we could note the rustic décor and plain but comfortable seating.

When our meals arrived they were ample in portion and very tasty indeed, unsurprising as many of the ingredients were supplied by the large Lowther Hall estate nearby. It was clear at once that the chef and their brigade really knew what they were doing and as our meal progressed it became more and more apparent that we had found a really good place to eat.
When we came to pay the bill we found that it was very reasonable – not cheap, but very good value for the quality of food and service on offer. We also found that the staff were both surprised and pleased to be complimented on their service – but our comments were thoroughly deserved.

When in the area do not drive past this inn – do call in and try what they have to offer – for we feel that you will not be disappointed, and like us will want to call again…the true sign of quality.

