George III Hotel, Penmaenpool, Dolgellau, Gwynedd
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Quality*** Value*** Staff*** Facilities*** 

Recommended.   http://www.georgethethird.co.uk/
The George III Hotel is rather special in a number of ways – and a little deceptive too…but in a good way. It is situated on the estuary of the River Mawddwch and six miles from Barmouth (cross the toll bridge if coming from that direction) but also on the main A493 from Dolgellau to Tywyn. Turning down the narrow road at the front of the hotel (once a railway line) we parked in the ample designated parking area and walked along right next to the estuary in order to enter the inn.

The buildings have an interesting history (see hotel website for full details) being used as a Ships Chandlers and a pub in the 1650s and then as a railway hotel associated with the GWR until being made into its present form in 1977. All of this is reflected to a greater or lesser degree in the exterior and interior architecture of the hotel as we found it – particularly as we went into the pub area at first in order to get a meal at lunchtime.
This part of the hotel really reflects its history for, while being comfortable, the low beamed ceiling, stone flagged floor and wooden seats spoke to us of another age. Others chose to dine outside of the building to take in the views and we later found that there was a small restaurant upstairs which we would give better views and more conventional comforts…but we were not told of this when we arrived and so sat with the walkers and visitors to the nearby nature reserve.
Service was good but rather slow, with orders being taken and drinks dispensed by an elderly barman who clearly worked at his own pace – perhaps in keeping with a more relaxed age. Having obtained drinks and suitable seats we soon made our selection from a ‘good pub grub’ menu and it wasn’t long before our meals arrived…brought from the kitchens via the front of the building – unusual but effective.
The food itself was very tasty and available in large portions, so the chef and their brigade really knew what they were doing – and the place is worth visiting for the food alone, though it has much more to offer.

There was a pleasant surprise too when it came time to pay the bill, for the cost was reasonable indeed for the fare available and we felt that we had obtained very good value for money.

Go there and enjoy an unusual setting which offers good food and good value….then explore the surrounding area and its pleasures.
