Flowers Coffee Shop, Craven Arms, Shropshire.
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Recommended.

Driving down the A49 road through Shropshire we came upon Craven Arms, a small town between Shrewsbury and Ludlow. There seemed to be a village market going on, so we stopped to look. Investigating the market took about five minutes – good local produce, as you would expect in this farming area, but nothing of special note.

Then we realised a snack was in order, so followed the signs near the car park to the local café. This was just opening up and struck a chord in the memory by the nature of its accommodation. Set back from the road, the small back room that was the café was decorated in a manner reminiscent of days gone by. Simple tables and chairs but friendly people seemed the order of the day – soon borne out by the number of locals who called in for take-away food and drinks.

The food itself was of good quality and reasonable price, but this is not the place to go if you expect the latest furniture and decor – it is, however a place that reminds you of the realities of small town cafes as they were, and is included for that reason alone.

If you’re tired of modern glass palaces and want to see things as they were, then call in – the food is good – but expect few trimmings and a slice of reality as part of the experience.

