Fleece Inn, Dolphinholme, nr Lancaster
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Quality*** Value*** Staff*** Facilities***

Recommended.                www.fleeceinn.co.uk
Following a recommendation (see Contacts page) we spent a little time one morning in the Lancaster area, turning off the A6 in Cabus and following the signs to Abbeystead and Dolphinholme. We found the inn within just a few miles of the A6, but for detailed instructions it is best to see the inn’s website.

What we found on a local crossroads was a traditional country inn of character, with all the usual things….and then some! The welcome to the bar area was as warm as the log fire and we soon realised how the original farmhouse had been converted to an inn in the early 1900’s, as many of the original small dining areas would have been farmhouse living rooms. The extensions and renovations had been done with care however, allowing for older features like the distinctive bar stools and décor to be retained in comfortable surroundings. A large dining area had also been added and would serve locals and visitors well.

The menu contained much local produce, as one would expect in such a country area, and the range was really that of good ‘pub grub’ rather than more exotic dishes. After a short wait our meal arrived and was as anticipated – large helpings of well cooked tasty food for the hungry traveller.

Clearly there are other establishments within a few miles which offer the gastro-pub experience and the Fleece isn’t attempting to compete with these. What it does do is offer a traditional inn of character (with some good entertainments on offer on certain evenings) in the old style – and old here means well established and not dated.
As we looked at the old bottles displayed on shelves in our small dining area our eyes alighted one which had contained ‘St Peter’s Honey Porter’…and we think that he would like this place too.

If you want a solid meal in a proper country inn then this is the place to try – and when a strong hunger strikes it is one of the places we shall be happy to return to.

