Ferry over the Channel.

In the early morning the Port of Calais is just as busy as it is the rest of the time and we were struck by the ‘organised chaos’ of it all, even on a clear, sunny day. What it must be like at midnight on a wet or snowy wintry night doesn’t really bear thinking about. Suffice it to say that having passed through three security checks of some severity we were soon on board our ferry and away without further ado.
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Waiting to board in the
early morning , the port
of Calais shows itself to
be as busy as ever.

The doors of the ferry
swallow trucks,
caravans, cars and
people....all done with
speed and safety....a
rapid transit across the
Channel.

The French coast

recedes in the morning
light as the ferry moves
into the shipping lanes. 1




As we sailed away from the French coast we looked back through the coloured glass of the windows to see Cap Gris-Nez and the Opal Coast and a calm and tranquil sea, for which we were very thankful.

The sun shone brightly on the Channel and it was easy to see how unthinking sailors could imagine that this was a safe sea area – until one looked at the number of ships nearby… in one of the busiest shipping lanes in the world.
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and a feeling of
powerful engines
under close control as
we glide towards
Britain.

Dover, as busy as ever

and with the welcoming
— cliffs topped by a
coastguard station
dealing with as much
traffic as a busy
suburban highway.
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Off we go...and
remember that this time
we drive on the left, part
of a convoy of European
lorries and other traffic
which congests the
motorways of the area
each day.





It wasn’t long at all, however, before we reached the busy port of Dover – welcoming and with the hard-working coastguard service keeping a close watch on the sea-lanes nearby.

It was then time for us to disembark and join the queue of trucks and other vehicles congesting the roads in the Kent area. As we drove inland we looked back to see the ferry filling up with more travellers to the continent – ready to make its transit to places well known for travellers to discover.
