Exeter Arms, Barrowden- in-Rutland 
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Highly recommended.   01572 747247
Situated South of the A47 and not far from its junction with the A 43 at Duddington, Barrowden-in-Rutland is one of those places that is special in lots of ways. Perhaps busy travellers overlook it, or don’t relish the short trip past the Morcott windmill (a handy turning-off point on the A 47)down narrowing lanes, but if you like good food in the best places take the trouble and you’ll be well rewarded.

The village itself is picturesque…pond, used as a (model) boating pool by the villagers…village green (sometimes occupied by a model Panzer tank, radio controlled and menacing)…and a lovely stone-built pub/restaurant.

As you can tell from the picture, on the day we called serendipity decided that a bevy of vintage cars should be on a ‘drive and dine’ outing en route to France, with even a Stanley Steamer or two mixed in with the Bentley Red Labels and others.
We were not aware of these festivities when we arrived, however, and that tale is told elsewhere on the site (see disconnected jottings); we just wanted good food….and good food we found.

The staff were very helpful and fitted us in to their plans, helping us select from a very interesting and tasty menu. Then, before the influx of enthusiasts, we were able to start our distinctive meals, each one cooked and presented to perfection. Part way through the meal the cars started to arrive and drivers came in for their evening meal – obviously a very discerning crowd. They certainly weren’t disappointed by the fare on offer and neither were we, for although the food wasn’t cheap it was clearly of a very high standard.

This, then, is an out of the way place but also an out of the ordinary one, somewhere you should visit…though we can’t guarantee vintage cars, the village green and the pond will be there, and so will the food.

