East Lodge Hotel and Restaurant, Rowsley, Derbyshire.

[image: image1.jpg]



Quality***** Value***** Staff*****Facilities*****

Highly Recommended.          http://www.eastlodge.com/  

Situated within ten acres of its own grounds and gardens and sitting quietly and elegantly next to the main A6 road some 3miles to the South of Bakewell in Derbyshire, the East Lodge Hotel offers the best of many worlds. We had often visited this area in the past and promised ourselves that we would one day call in for a meal – and when we did the whole experience surpassed our expectations.
Following the signs from the main road we moved along a leafy drive to a good parking area at the side of the hotel and made our way to the door – opened for us by welcoming staff….it really is that kind of place.

Seated in the comfortable lounge/conservatory area and sipping our drinks we soon made our selections from an interesting and quite extensive menu. As we waited we noticed the arrival of a family party who were soon shown through to one of the smaller dining areas, leaving the way clear for us to dine peacefully in a main dining room with a good view of the grounds….yet again a thoughtful approach.
It didn’t take long for our meals to arrive and they were very tasty and just right for lunchtime – so much so that we went against our usual preference and added a dessert to our repast. In all the meal proved to be a perfectly balanced mixture of flavours and quality preparation which would be hard to beat…and we were not at all surprised to find later that the restaurant was the runner-up in the Best Restaurant in Derbyshire contest for 2011.

After completing our meal in the spacious and comfortable dining area we decided to walk in the gardens and it was then that the full beauty of the grounds became obvious. Not only were the ornamental lake and other water features pleasing but the flowers and even the alfresco dining areas were clearly well cared for – and there was even a golf buggy for guests with mobility difficulties!

This is clearly somewhere which impressed us – not an easy thing to do given the number of top class hotels we have visited – and we certainly think that it should be high on your list of places to try.
We thought that the cost of our meals etc was very reasonable given the quality on offer, but of course such luxury is not cheap, so be prepared….but do go there…and as soon as possible!
