Dangerous Driving?

The other day we were driving through mid-Wales near to Llandrindod Wells, along a quite wide and busy main road. Pressing on quite quickly, as we have been known to do, we came up behind a petrol tanker on its delivery run to local garages……and nearly had a fit.

This driver clearly knew the road well and thought that he was making a good job of speeding the fuel to its destination – but we were horrified at the way he progressed.
 Now don’t get us wrong, we are capable of speed ourselves (in the correct circumstances, of course)  - but here we noted that at each bend in a very bendy road the outside rear wheels of the tanker actually left the ground for a moment as a result of the cornering forces in play. Also, in some bends the limit of the road width was reached and a puff of dust blown back at us showed that the grass verge (narrow and next to a wall of rock) was also being utilised as the load of fuel sloshed around in the tanker storage areas.

It is rare for us to be scared by other drivers these days, having been involved in competition motoring of many kinds including circuit racing and rally driving…..but this guy really did send shivers of apprehension down the spine.

The only action we could take was to drop back out of harm’s way and wait for the bang….and the flash which would surely follow it….with a sense of foreboding. Fortunately for all concerned a rural fuel station loomed up ahead and the maniac tanker driver pulled into it, leaving us to continue our journey thankfully unscathed…until the next large town, where we stopped for a meal and a restorative glass of something quite strong.
We continued on our way feeling lucky to be alive and thinking that the tanker driver would certainly come to grief sooner or later….and that we would take care to be somewhere else when his stupidity caught up with him, as it surely must.

Since then we have scanned the local press for the area awaiting reports of the fireball….fortunately no news yet….but if such behaviour continues it can only be a matter of time.

As the old saying goes, it is better to arrive late than arrive as the late….something we commend to that tanker driver – we only hope that he gets a brain cell soon and slows down!
