Dan Dare and the RNLI….

Sometimes information can reach you from unlikely sources and in areas where you least expect it. Thus it was on a visit to Southport, when we decided to look at their Botanical Gardens. What we expected was plants, a small park area and lots of greenhouses containing botanical specimens of interest. What we got was the park and the interest…and a fascinating Museum which told us several things we didn’t know before.

Parking on the street outside was the only option and passing through the pleasant parkland we saw the museum buildings, to which entry proved to be free. Now these were not lavish buildings with the latest high-tech aids, but some of the things they had to tell none of us had previously known.

That Frank Hampson, the creator of the fictional character Dan Dare, Pilot of the Future, found in Eagle Comics, lived and worked in Southport for a time – and if that brings back memories to you perhaps you’ll wish to go further by following the web-link below.

http://www.dandare.co.uk/home.html
Then there was the story of how William ‘Duke’ Sutton built a bathing hut to cater for the new craze of sea-bathing back in 1792, originally known as ‘Duke’s Folly’ but the start of the resort of Southport nonetheless.
Finally and perhaps with more impact, the story of how the frequent wrecks on this deceptive and treacherous coast had led to the founding of the Royal National Lifeboat Institution in Southport, later to be taken up nationally. This, as the name implies, now has a national cachet…though not national cash, as it is still funded by voluntary contributions from the public.

To see relics like those on display and to read their stories was both unexpected and heart warming, particularly given the quiet and unassuming surroundings of the Museum.

More people should visit and savour the local flavour and national importance of Churchtown (the original settlement) and of Southport. 
