Dam House, Astley Hall Drive, Astley, Greater Manchester.
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Provisionally Recommended.         www.damhouse.net
When travelling around we do visit some unexpected places and Dam House at Astley is one of them. Directions to this place are quite complex and best taken from the website shown above, but the place itself is a revelation in an urbanised area. 

Dam House is a Grade II listed building dating back to about 1650, the ‘dam’ referring to the structure which retained water to run the water mill from which the Mort family obtained their money.

In recent times the building has become the subject of restoration (still on-going) and now hosts conference rooms, community areas, a photo gallery and tearooms…playing a full part in the community once again.

We heard of this place (quite recently opened) almost by accident and a prompt visit followed.

Moving into the tree-lined drive we came upon a number of car parks, the largest and most suitable being the first and the one to be found behind the main building, also used for the Astley Clinic annexe. New housing has been built nearby, so parking is restricted in other areas.
Inside the tearoom resembles those often encountered in National Trust properties, with a limited range of home cooked food on offer at very reasonable prices. The character of the room has been maintained, and the high ceilings and wide windows give an airy feel to the dining area.

This is the sort of place to which visitors to the Clinic might bring their children for a snack or simply to meet friends for conversation – certainly many of the staff greeted the customers as friends.

An unusual place, then, but well worth a visit and a world away from the fast food places and sometimes rather tawdry cafes of the usual small town in an urban area.

Try it for yourself and see – but look up the directions first or you may have a fruitless journey…

