Croome Park, Pioneer of Landscape Gardening and RADAR 

Croome Park in Worcester, not far from Malvern, is perhaps best known for being the pioneer of English Landscape Gardening, where under the patronage of the 6th Earl of Coventry an unpromising estate was transformed into a magnificent one. The work took over fifty years and involved Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown, Robert Adam and James Wyatt, all noted figures in English history.
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Croome Park, where
landscape was first
created as a work of
art...where Lancelot
‘Capability’ Brown
was responsible for
the design of the
estate.

During World War I,
Croome Park saw
service as RAF Defford,
a secret base where
much work was done on
the development of
RADAR

Thanks to the 6% Eari of
Coventry whole villages
were moved, a bog
replaced by a lake and a
hew vista opened up.





To attain the required vista village houses were moved, a medieval church demolished and a new lake and river created. Croome Court was rebuilt and ‘eyecatcher’ follies created in the surrounding grounds.

There was nothing meant to be eye catching during World War II, however, when the estate was home to an advanced RADAR experimentation unit linked to a nearby research station known as TRE Malvern. Much pioneering work of a different type went on in these areas leading to inventions which helped to win the war.

The National Trust has worked since 1996 to restore Croome Park to its former glory – but it is only very recently that its connection with RADAR (as RAF Defford) is being acknowledged fully. 
