Craven Heifer Inn, Addingham, Ilkley, West Yorkshire
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Highly recommended.     www.cravenheifer.com
Sometimes following up on reader recommendations can be a little disappointing, but there are times when they are very pleasurable indeed – and so it is with the Craven Heifer Inn. Situated in the pretty little village of Addingham, just off the main road between Ilkley and Skipton in Yorkshire, the Inn is all we were led to believe… and more.

As can be seen from the picture, the Inn stands on a junction at the edge of the village (though it is easy to reach from the main road) and ample parking is provided at the rear where access is both easy and wheelchair-friendly.

It soon becomes obvious that this is not just a village Inn, as a great deal of care has gone into its recent tasteful refurbishment and furnishing. The staff too are helpful and friendly, making sure you enjoy your meal without being intrusive. After a short spell in the small bar/lounge area (which included interesting conversation with local customers, of which there were many) we were shown to the small but well appointed dining area.
The reason for our enthusiasm for this Inn now becomes apparent, for in addition to the usual lunch menu there was a wide variety of food available in the evening from an interesting brasserie menu. Other menus, from sandwiches to sushi, soon made it obvious that the driving force here was the quality of the food. That the restaurant area filled up within minutes says it all and we were fortunate to have taken the last available table.

When our meal arrived a short time later (individual preparation takes time) it was very good indeed and with substantial helpings and careful use of many local ingredients. Individual flavours stood out but were blended into a very good overall taste…not something that is easy to accomplish and praise must certainly go to the Chef and their Brigade. 

There can be no doubt that this is a place to visit – and soon – as not only was the food delicious but the cost remarkably low. Our only caveat is that it is advisable to book in advance, especially at the usual busy times – we were lucky they could fit us in and we would not wish anyone to miss a meal at this Inn.
When in this area one thinks of the bigger towns and the more well-known restaurants, from Betty’s in Ilkley to the Devonshire Arms Hotel at Bolton Abbey,  but this is one to add to that list, and without the higher prices these establishments justify.
Thanks, Mr Morgan…we’ll follow your ideas again !
