Cottage in the Wood, off A449 Wells Rd, Malvern, Worcs.
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Quality****Value*****Staff****Facilities*****Access*****

Highly Recommended   www.cottageinthewood.co.uk/index.html
Situated in a rather secluded area off the main A449 Ledbury – Worcester road and to the west of Greta Malvern, the Cottage in the Wood is a rather special place.

The Cottage in the Wood Hotel is based in a Dower House once part of the Blackmore Park seat of Thomas Hornyold. The house has links with Sir Edward Elgar, amongst the greatest of English composers, if not the greatest. The great man lived not far below at "Craeg Lea" from 1899 to 1904 and augmented his income by teaching music at The Wells House School - just below The Cottage in the Wood and built originally as the hotel to serve visitors taking the waters at the Holy Well - and is believed to have played in the Coach House loft area, used by the then owners for recitals.
With history like this in the offing, we drove up the twisting drive and found a place to park in the rather limited parking areas near the other cottages which form part of the hotel complex. Entering the main building, we were met by efficient staff and soon ensconced in a comfortable lounge area.

We had only limited time available on this visit and so contented ourselves with afternoon tea – good, but rather pricey, as we were to find later.

The hotel itself was typically ‘English Country House’ in nature and we had little doubt that a spell here would be both relaxing and entertaining.

Certainly this is somewhere we would recommend – and we are given to understand by local people that the meals here are very good – but again, these things do come at a price and one should be aware of the expense involved.
Leaving after our tea to continue our journey, we were at once struck by the splendid views from the hotel…something well worth the price of the visit in itself.

Check this place out if you are in the area and looking for something special.
