Church finances

As I journey through the countryside there are lots of interesting things to see and places to visit. Some of the grandest and sometimes the most surprising are the churches and the cathedrals.

Recently I visited the Daresbury home area of Lewis Carroll, creator of Alice in Wonderland, up near Warrington. The village, just off the main road, was as you might expect, old, a little quaint, quiet and peaceful. So I thought I’d look in to the church, and see how it had changed….and I got a surprise.

Given the wide fame of the author in question it was no shock to see that visitors were frequent and came from far and wide. Nothing odd, either that there should be postcards, memorabilia or other items on sale, all payable to an honesty box on the wall.

What did surprise me a little was a sign indicating that any film or photography required a £2 license fee, payable even if the pictures were only for one’s personal use, and that any further use would have to be negotiated with the church authorities. Now I know that a film or TV programme made here should be generous in its donations and should seek permission, but the thought of a one-day license for just home photographs seemed both excessive and out of keeping.

I know that church funding needs all the help it can get, but considering that I could take all the pictures I want in places like Salisbury Cathedral (save only the fragile Magna Carta area) without let or hindrance it seemed odd.
I must admit I don’t quite know what to make of this. Is it a step too far, even if the money is needed? Or perhaps the shape of things to come in more and more places. What do you think?

