Chocolate Café, 2 Bolton St, Ramsbottom, Nr Bury, Lancs.
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Recommended    www.chocolate-cafe.co.uk
Ramsbottom is an up-and –coming town in this part of Lancashire – after all, it has a steam railway line, an excellent restaurant in Ramsons (see elsewhere in this website) and several new businesses and up-market shops. Our visit was initially to these areas….but when you see a chocolate café you really should check it out, shouldn’t you?

This is one place that really is easy to find as it stands near the main crossroads of the town, near a large sculptural monument (don’t ask) and the main set of traffic lights. Parking is quite easy as there are several free parking areas nearby as well as those near the railway station – but do take care when crossing the roads as they are busier than you might expect.

As may be seen from the picture, the café has taken over an old stone building, with the lower floor being given over to the shop area, which sells a good range of chocolate, whilst the upper floor is a large open plan café area.. As we came into this space we were struck first by the noise (as in any large open space filled with happy families) and by the café’s popularity with locals and visitors alike. Helpful staff soon ensured that we were seated and after looking at a quite extensive menu we gave our orders. There was then a short wait, partly because they were very busy…..but mainly because the food provided was home-made and some of it had to be individually prepared, always a good sign.

When the food arrived it proved to be delicious and in large portions – clearly healthy appetites and value for money went hand in hand here – so no wonder the café was crowded with satisfied customers. 

We finished our meal and slowly made our way downstairs to pay the bill – and met one of the few points which might be improved, as there was only one till and one person processing bills from both shop and café. Inevitably there was a wait which stretched out for a little while – a slight reorganisation here would make things run much more smoothly in both areas. The other point on which we were unsure was access for the disabled – doubtless contact with the café would resolve this issue. Despite these minor difficulties we were certainly impressed with the chocolate café – and we think that you would like it too.
