Chainbridge Hotel, Berwyn, Llangollen, N.Wales.
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Quality ** Value**Staff**Facilities ***

Provisionally recommended (limited recommendation)

www.chainbridgehotel.com
This is a strange one and should be looked at with special care. I called in here one Saturday lunchtime to find a very mixed picture.

Firstly the hotel is a little difficult to find, being on a minor road which parallels the main A5 from Llangollen to Corwen – however, although it is down a further private road it is well signposted and should pose no real difficulties.

The area around the hotel is spectacular, with the River Dee running fast and furious to one side, the Llangollen Canal at the other, whilst on the higher ground the local steam railway runs a regular service. Indeed it is these things that make the hotel worth a (limited) visit, although a walk nearby would accomplish similar results.

The hotel itself looks like it has seen better days and on the day I visited the Restaurant was closed. I settled for a bar meal and after quite a long wait it arrived- plate piled high but looking unappetising, although it proved to be about average pub grub.

The service was slow and I got the impression that those who ordered snacks – sandwiches, chips and the like – were far better catered for than was I.

 This then is my dilemma. After a single visit I can recommend the view and the light meals, but the rest needs a lot of work before my normal (high) standards are attained in terms of bar meals. The restaurant I did not visit and indeed it may have been an off day but when I did an unprecedented check of local food reviews (I make up my own mind about such things) I found two good and two poor reviews.

So there we have it. Visit the hotel for a snack, a walk and a look at the views, but make up your own mind about the rest.
I shall, of course, return to gain further knowledge – until then exercise caution.

