Cemlyn Tea Shop, Harlech, North Wales.
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Highly recommended.

         www.cemlynrestaurant.co.uk
This establishment, situated on the High Street in Harlech, advertises as North Wales’ Premier place for tea – and this is no idle boast, its simply a statement of fact, as it was the runner up in the best tea shop in the UK last year and has won many regional prizes.
As soon as you step inside it becomes obvious why this tea shop (you certainly couldn’t and shouldn’t think of it as a café) has won so many awards. The rooms (now with a sun terrace) are tastefully furnished; the atmosphere that of a good hotel and the home made food is delicious.

The menu is quite extensive and a lot of care is taken to meet the customers’ needs – I saw the way that a demanding customer wanted just this kind of coffee with just that type of milk, and the only question was whether the milk should be hot or cold, so they promptly got exactly what they wanted.  No surprise, then that all the time I was there the phone was ringing, with people booking places for afternoon tea and home made cakes.

I expect that evening meals are just as popular; certainly my cooked lunch was very good indeed. With all of this you might expect high prices, but you would be wrong – the items on the menu were all good value for money.

When enjoying your meal you might also look at a grand view of Harlech Castle and the coast, something to savour along with your choice of cakes.

Are there any difficulties? None that the tea shop can control, the main problem being with parking and traffic moving along narrow streets.

 There are good public pay and display car parks nearby, however and after your meal you might like to visit the castle and explore within.

